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Certainly Marlborough and Godolphin, with the resources of
the Queen at their disposal, were able to manoeuvre in the
Houses so that the prosecution of the war from 1702-10
could proceed unhindered.
Finally, Marlborough, a far greater general than William,
general.       j^d a genius for the direction of a campaign, for the winning
of a battle, and for the reaping of the full fruits of victory.
He possessed outstanding skill as a commander of artillery;
he showed sympathy and good-will towards his men, and
careful consideration for  their welfare and comfort; by
"the magic of his personality" he won their "boundless
confidence and devotion/'1   To his military skill,  Marl-
borough added a sound appreciation of the value of sea
power, of which, perhaps, William had had but glimpses.
Marlborough had learned the strategic possibilities of a fleet
in command of the Mediterranean, and it was from him that
proceeded the plan for the co-operation of the fleet with the
land forces in the capture of Toulon (1706), the similar
proposal of 1710, and the design to take Minorca (1708).
Marlborough was the sound foreign minister and general
of the Revolution; inheriting the national hatred of France,
the firm belief in the necessity for a European Coalition,
waging an effective continental war, he was able to con-
centrate the re-organised forces and energies of Revolutionary
England on the task of crushing France.   It has been said
that he possessed " transcendent ability as a general, states-
man, diplomatist, and an administrator/'2
2. The Whig     Even  the  ability  and statesmanship  of  William  and
organisation	J	r
of the Marlborough, however, would have been of little avail had
the country, not the financial resources of the country been fostered and
organised by the Whigs, particularly by Somers and Mon-
tague. The War severely tested the financial strength of
the country, and the result indicated the wealth of the
English moneyed classes, who fully supported the war policy
of the Government, They were glad, to become the creditors
of the nation to their own profit. Money was required for
1	Fortescue, Hist, of Brit* Army, vol. i, pp. 588-90.
2	Fortescne, Hist, of Brit. Army, vol. L, p. 588,   See also Fortescue,
Marlborough (published by Peter Davie$» Ltd*, 1933),

